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Memphis; he even essayed to subjugate the remaining
parts of Egypt. Piankhi, the southern overlord, was
ruling at Napata. He received representations from
his vassals and had to send an army against Tefnakht.
The conflict opened at Per-pega, near Herakleopolis,
where a great battle was fought. It ended in the
defeat of the northern confederates. Piankhi moved
north reducing cities and fortresses and laid siege to
Memphis itself and finally invested it while Tefnakht
secretly abandoned the city and rode to North, After
making his triumphant entry into the capital the con-
queror received the submission of all the Delta kings
at a solemn ceremony. Tefnakht was captured after
a hot pursuit in the marshes. He sent in his
submission and was pardoned on his declaring him-
self a vassal and after taking an oath of allegiance to his
overlord. Piankhi returned to Napata in 721 B.C.
after appointing his son Shabaka his regent in the
North. Then it was that he came in touch with the
Assyrian steel a year after when on his instigation
Israel revolted against Shalmaneser V, who struck
quickly at the rebels, and after his murder Sargon,
his successor, brought great consternation to the holy
land. Not a soldier came from Egypt.
Shabaka, however, continued his intrigue. As
a result Hamath and Damascus, and Samaria and Gaza
rebelled against Assyria. Sargon was engaged in
Babylonia, but leaving his oprations there, he marched
forthwith against the rebels, defeated the Syrians' at
Karkar, and crushed the Philistines and Egyptians
at Raphia on the Egyptian frontier. The Ethiopians
fled the field and Shabaka showed fair quickness in
retreat. Egypt was spared the further humiliation
of an attack for she bought off her enemy who was not.
slow to record this offering of gifts as tributes from the
vanquished. Shabaka presently returned to the south,
the north again gaining freedom under Tefnakht*
Secret negotiations passed to and fro between the
Egyptians and the rebels of Palestine on the instiga-